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What do you need?

O Some experience of parenting, childcare or
working with children or young people.

O An ability to work as part of a team, as well
as enthusiasm, resilience, warmth and a
sense of humour

O A space in your home and in your heart.

We can offer:

O Information and training workshops to
prepare you for fostering.

O Ongoing training programme to support
your needs.

O A generous financial allowance.

O Ongoing support with a social worker as
well as a 24 hour phone support line.

O Essential equipment such as beds and cots.

O An active independent foster care support
group for extra support, guidance and
friendship.

We need carers from all ethnicities, cultures and
religious backgrounds. If you are single, married,
gay or lesbian, in or out of work, a tenant or
homeowner, we want to hear from you.

What is fostering?

Fostering is caring for children in your own
home while their own parents are unable to.

Being a foster carer can mean looking after
children for as little as a day, a week, a month, a
year or several years. It means helping children
to thrive in a caring and safe environment.

What do foster carers do?

Foster carers provide children with day-to-
day care and stability. This involves working

in partnership with social workers, parents
and other people involved in a child’s life to
meet their needs. It includes looking after their
educational and health needs.

A large part of a carer’s job is helping a child
keep in contact with their parents and wider
family and friends. Moving to a foster home

is usually an upsetting experience for a child.
Foster carers need to help children settle in by
listening and talking with them.

Children need stimulation, understanding, a
secure environment and support to help them
understand why they are living away from home.

Although fostering can be demanding, it
can also be extremely rewarding as you will
be making a very important and positive
contribution to a child’s life.
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