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Assessing risk of further child maltreatment

How to use the Jones Model 

•	 Complete the table below by summarising information from other assessments, chronologies, statements and 	
	 court reports, rather than repeating detailed evidence (as in the case example). Complete the boxes that apply	
	  for this case and delete the others. The completed table can be cut and pasted into a report and provides a visual 	
	 representation of the risks and protective factors within the family, to support a social work assessment of the 	
	 likelihood of further maltreatment. 

•	 Factors shown in italics are more strongly associated with increased risk: prior maltreatment, neglect, parental 	
	 conflict and significant mental health problems in one or both parents. Domestic violence, mental health problems 	
	 and substance misuse interact to escalate harm.

•	 If this model is used in court reports, it should be referenced and the rating criteria (below) made available on 	
	 request.

•	 This tool is only suitable for use in cases in which there is evidence of previous child maltreatment to this child or 	
	 other children by one or both parents/carers. It is not a substitute for investigation or fact finding.

•	 All men involved in the child’s life should be included in the parent section – not just resident biological fathers.

•	 Review the assessment at least every six months as risk of significant harm increases with length of exposure 	
	 (particularly in relation to domestic violence and neglect).
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