COVID Email Update 17 May 2021
Good morning to you all, | hope you and your families are all doing okay.

We begin this week with the third phase of the Governments lifting of the national lockdown.
Lots of significant change for all of us, and I've put a summary of the changes from today on
the Guidebook here https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-
covid-guidebook/covid-nhs-and-government-information/ .

Whilst so many of these changes will bring huge relief to many, we must continue to be vigilant
in our work, and continue to follow Public Health advice including completing our pre-visit
checklists and ensuring we use the Type IIR facemasks on visits where 2 metres distance
cannot be maintained. The arrival and spread of the variant known as the India variant is a
stark reminder that this pandemic is not over yet, and | want to make sure we continue to do
everything we can to keep you all as safe and well as possible.

My good friend Lisa Cherry referred to this period as ‘re-emerging’. Some of us will be
cautiously emerging, some of us will be bounding out eagerly, but every one of us will be going
through a personal and unigue re-emerging process. Noticing and caring how others in your
team or service might be re-emerging, and reflecting on those personal journeys through
COVID, matters as much now as it did 15 months ago.

The map below from Belfast Health and Social Care Trust really spoke to me about how we
might find our way through this re-emerging phase — taking time to hear each other stories, to
make meaning out of what has happened to us individually and collectively, to reconnect,
review and reimagine. | hope you can all make time in your supervisions and team meetings
to do some of this important reflective work.
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Updates for you this week:

Family Early Help Material Support Fund
As part of poverty-proofing our practice, every Family Early Help team now has an annual
budget of £2000 to provide material support for families. Our policy is called the Family Early
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Help Material Support Fund. It mirrors, but does not replace, the s17 material assistance policy
in CSSW (which is only for families open to social work) and the Vulnerable Families policy in
IEYS. The material support fund is available for families open to the Family Early Help service,
including families with an open EHRD at front door. You can find more information about the
material support fund, including how to apply, on the Guidebook here
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-quide/family-early-help-covid-quidebook/fscf-
procedures-during-covid/material-support-fund-policy-and-procedure/#main

Face coverings in schools — change to guidance

The DfE has updated their guidance on the use of face coverings for secondary schools and
colleges in England. From today, face coverings will no longer be recommended for secondary
students in classrooms or communal areas. Face coverings will also no longer be
recommended for staff in classrooms. However, some secondary schools are opting to
continue with face coverings, particularly in areas with higher COVID rates, so please do check
with individual schools about what their rules are from today.

The DfE still recommends that face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors to
schools in situations outside of classrooms where social distancing is not possible (e.g.
in corridors and communal areas). Please hold this in mind if you are meeting a child or family
at a school.

Lateral Flow Tests Available from Some Camden Community Centres

Camden is increasing the places where you can get lateral flow test kits (the home testing kits
for people without COVID symptoms). Kentish Town Community Centre is now a collection
point, and residents can collect a kit 10am-3pm Wednesday-Friday. Other community centres
will be added soon.

Castlehaven After School Gardening Club

Castlehaven Community Centre have started a free gardening club for children, starting at
3.30pm for one hour from this Thursday. You can find more information, including a booking
link, here https://www.castlehaven.org.uk/whats-on/event/2164/ If you’ve never been to the
Castlehaven community garden on the corner of Hawley Road and Hartlands Road in Camden
Town, | strongly recommend a visit — it's an oasis built for and with the community literally
minutes from the hustle and bustle of Camden Lock, and it is a real Camden treasure.

Holborn Community Association Summer Film Project for 14-24 Year Olds

Back for its 6" summer, the HCA Summer Film Project offers 14-24 year olds the opportunity
to learn from professional filmmakers how to plan, shoot and edit your own short film, whilst
gaining their Bronze or Silver Arts Award. More details, including how to apply, here
https://www.holborncommunity.co.uk/events/summer-film-project-2021/

Racial Justice and Equity Organising Committee — Apply Now!

Nominations are still open to join our service’s first ever racial justice and equity organising
committee, and we’re really keen to have as many allies on the group as possible. The
committee will meet 4 times a year, will include training on being social change agents, and
opportunity to develop your own skills and experiences to support your career aspirations.
Please do consider applying ON THIS LINK

Weekly Survey

This week’s family needs survey, for you to raise any issues you’re seeing and noticing for
families and anything you might need yourself, is how open here FSCF FAMILY NEEDS
SURVEY W/C 17 MAY 2021

New information uploaded to the COVID Guidebook this week link here
https://ascpractice.camden.qgov.uk/early-help-quide/family-early-help-covid-

quidebook/

Latest Social Distancing Rules Family Early Help Material Support Fund
Link to information about what’s changing | Information about how to apply for material
on social distancing rules from today | support for a family you are working with
(Monday 17 May) https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-
help-guide/family-early-help-covid-
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We are now in week 61 of COVID and our capacity continues to hold steady. A warm welcome
back to those of you who have just returned from sickness absence.

Stay safe and well and, as ever, shout me if there is anything you need.
Becca
Becca Dove

Head of Family Support and Complex Families
Telephone: 020 7974 3603
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