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This briefing will cover:

• What the Camden and Public Health guidance said before about PPE use in residents 
homes and what it says now

• What this mean for family work, and in particular face-to-face visits

• Review of the remaining steps of the national lockdown lifting

• Reminder on the change to guidance on positive lateral flow tests

• Resources to help us

• Q and A



What Camden and Islington Public Health have Told Us











When we last met 4 March 20201 Today



Change to Camden PPE Use In Residents Homes 
Guidance



What do we know now?

• There has been guidance from Camden and Islington Public Health on home visits since May 2020

• On use of PPE, the previous guidance said:



What do we know now?

• On 16 April 2021, Public Health guidance on use of face masks changed. It now says:

• Type IIR surgical face mask should be worn 
when it is not possible to maintain 2 metres social distance 
at all times REGARDLESS of whether there are 
COVID symptoms in the home or whether the 
household are self isolating 

• It also now says that to change a Type IIR face mask
in between visits to home

• Previously the guidance was that the same mask could be 
worn to different visits

• The guidance to call ahead (e.g. our pre-visit checklist)
remains the same



What is a Type IIR surgical face mask?

This

Camden’s PPE store stocks these face masks and this is what we 
have in our FSCF PPE store

Can’t guarantee that blue masks you buy in supermarkets or 
online are Type IIR - check before you buy



Why did the Guidance Change? 

Public Health said:
“This is above the national minimum PPE requirements for Children’s Services, 

however we recognise that when working in residents’ homes it can be difficult to always 
maintain 2 metre distance, 

so have updated the guidance to advise that type IIR surgical facemask is worn in these 
situations to provide additional protection against any asymptomatic cases”. 



What does this mean for face-to-face visits? 

• If you can’t maintain 2 metres distance in either a home or alternative venues, you are advised 
to wear a Type IIR face mask

• You should change the Type IIR face mask before going to your next visit 

• Which means……

• You will need to have regular stock of Type IIR face masks



Resources to Help

• The FSCF PPE store is in the FIF cupboard on the 9th floor at 5PS

• There is always stock of Type IIR face masks in our store, and stock is replenished monthly

• You can collect your face masks from 5PS, and we have enough stock for you to have a months supply at 
a time

• In extraordinary circumstances, your line manager can post masks to your home, but that will be the 
exception not the rule

• We recommend you have 15 masks a month –
• this is calculated on the basis that on average, family workers have around 6-7 cases each and 
• Do 1 face-to-face visit to a family once a fortnight (e.g. our blended approach)
• 15 masks would give you enough stock for each of those visits. 
• If you are working with more than 7 families, please collect more masks 



Q and A



Check-in on the ‘Road Map’ for 
National Lockdown Lifting





The most important thing we continue to think about 
and plan for

Making sure we continue to keep you as physically safe and well as we can

Protecting your emotional health and your emotional reserves, 
making sure workloads are manageable, and that you have the scaffolding 
you need



Things we are currently thinking about and 
planning for 

Third wave – Prime Minister alluded to this possibility in his briefing this week

Variants – no surge testing yet in Camden, but would need to be prepared for the possibility of new variants in 
the borough

Vaccination take up, amongst staff and in Camden community (as a risk mitigation factor)

Lateral flow test take-up and regularity (as a risk mitigation factor)

Continued protections for workers who were shielding, or workers who live with family members in that group, 
or from Black, Asian and minority ethnic groups

Use of Council buildings from 21 June onwards – what does a ‘new normal’ routine look like including use of 5PS

Making sure we are keeping you as safe and well as possible, not just from COVID but in following our usual risk 
management processes (e.g. lone working, joint first visits etc) 



A Reminder on the Change of Guidance to 
Positive Lateral Flow Tests
As mentioned in this weeks email bulletin, the guidance on what to do if you have a positive lateral flow test has 
changed.

The advice is now:
• If you take a lateral flow test, at home or at a test site, and it is positive, go for a follow up PCR test (the test 

for people with COVID symptoms)

• You should do this within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test

• For example if you have a positive lateral flow test on a Monday, you should take a positive PCR test by close 
of play Wednesday 

• The guidance has changed to try and prevent unnecessary self isolating if the lateral flow test is 
false/positive. Also because the lateral flow test is more accurate when there is more COVID virus around and 
because the PCR test can identify different COVID variants which the lateral flow test can’t. 

• There is no legal requirement to take the follow up PCR test 

• You can find all the information about this, including an FAQs and where to collect lateral flow test packs to 
do at home, on the Guidebook here https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-
covid-guidebook/covid-nhs-and-government-information/tests-for-covid-test-and-trace/#main

https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/covid-nhs-and-government-information/tests-for-covid-test-and-trace/#main


Resources to Help
The Guidebook Policies and Procedures for Face-to-Face Visits 
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/fscf-procedures-during-covid/face-to-face-
visits-guidance-and-procedures/

The Camden and Islington Public Health Guidance on Home Visits and Government Guidance on Working in Peoples Homes
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/fscf-procedures-during-covid/face-to-face-
visits-guidance-and-procedures/

The Guidebook information on social restrictions (updated daily) https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-
help-covid-guidebook/covid-nhs-and-government-information/social-distancing-government-guidance/#main

The List of Alternative Venues for Visits
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/alternative-venues-for-visits/

Your individual risk assessment – do make sure this is up to date

Refresher on the Helping To Prevent Infection Spread webinar 
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/fscf-procedures-during-covid/face-to-face-
visits-guidance-and-procedures/

Your supervision time, your weekly check-in with your manager, your reflective group supervision spaces and your clinically guided 
spaces 

https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/fscf-procedures-during-covid/face-to-face-visits-guidance-and-procedures/
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/fscf-procedures-during-covid/face-to-face-visits-guidance-and-procedures/
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/covid-nhs-and-government-information/social-distancing-government-guidance/#main
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/alternative-venues-for-visits/
https://ascpractice.camden.gov.uk/early-help-guide/family-early-help-covid-guidebook/fscf-procedures-during-covid/face-to-face-visits-guidance-and-procedures/


Q and A


